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1) Analyze Steven Radelet’s thesis regarding dramatic advances in development in third world countries since the 1990s. Discuss what those advances are in brief. What are the main reasons he gives for this increase in the living standards of people in developing nations? Do you agree or disagree with his analysis? Why? Be detailed in your reasoning. 

2) What considerations does Radelet ignore, dismiss, or undervalue in laying out his argument? In your mind, to what extent do such lacunae jeopardize a thorough consideration of the current state of the developing world? Do they render his thesis invalid? Explain. 

3) How does democracy affect development, both according to Radelet and to you? Discuss Radelet’s ideas regarding the development of legitimate democratic political institutions, practices, and various forms of leadership. How important or necessary are such democratic traditions and features to a country’s success? Does capitalism depend upon democracy as the political system that facilitates development and growth? And does democracy depend upon capitalism for its functioning? Explain. 

4) According to Radelet, what factors could or do derail successful development? How weighty are those factors in your mind, when considering the future of the developing world? Is Radelet’s rather optimistic analysis realistic? Why or why not? 

5) Analyze Paul Collier’s thesis regarding why the poorest countries in the world are failing. Discuss the reasons why he makes the claim that he does. Is his argument persuasive, in your mind? Why or why not? Be specific. 

6) How does the fate of the “bottom billion” people in the world affect the fate of the other approximately 6.6 billion people in the world? How great is the divide between them, and both how does and how will that divide determine the future for all people, and the planet?

7) Compare and contrast Radelet’s thesis and Collier’s thesis, in order to present a coherent and accurate description of the current state of the developing world. To what extent does each need the other? Does one trump the other? Which book is more persuasive, or important, in your mind, when it comes to understanding development? 
